VISUAL GUIDE TO USING THE SOIL MAP
In 5 Easy Steps

When you click on the soil map link from GCAAR’s website, it brings you to this page.
1. Click the big green “start” button.
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2. Type the address in the address box under “Quick Navigation” and click “view”. Make sure the
“Show location marker” is checked.

I’m using our DC address: 1100 New York Avenue, Washington, DC 20005. You can use it too to
follow along.
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3. Your next screen will look like this. The tiny orange circle is the location marker. Click either of the
AOI (Area of Interest) buttons and draw around the orange circle... just like you would on the MRIS

map to find a house in a specific location.
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4. You should be brought to this screen automatically. From here click the “Soil Map” tab.
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5. Viola! There is your answer!
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You have zoomed in beyond the scale at which the soil map for this area is intended to be used. Mapping of soils is
done at a particular scale. The soil surveys that comprise gour AOI were mapped at 1:12,000. The design of map units
and the level of detail shown in the resulting soil map are dependent on that map scale.

Enlarqelment of maps beyond the scale of mapping can cause misunderstanding of the detail of mapping and accuracy
of sotdllne_ Idacem;ant‘ The maps do not show the small areas of contrasting soils that could have been shown at a
more detailed scale.
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