Winker 2010

We would ke to share with yow these wanm and important fiowgiis
concerming our recent parieership with the GW Cancer [nstifufe. . wriiten by one of
owr dedicaded, communiy-minded Board Members, Donald AL Rogers.

October 5, 2000

DC Symposium on Cancer Survivorship - Searching for
Better Outcomes

Thera ara 13 million cancer survivom in tha United States and that number continues to
grow year aftor year. That's tha good news. Tha bad nows is that thera will ba 1.4 millon
naw cancer diagnosas in tha LS. this year, 7600 will ba Washingionizrs_ Wa ara all very
awara of the nasd for cancer research to find a curs, batter ireatmant, eariar diagnosis
and prevention. Ya hava not, howaver, given anough atiantion to the ssues faoad by
cancer suravors. As ona prominant doctor todd me "the fwao waonst days in @ cancer
paticnts” ves ame the day they recaiva thair cancar diagnosis and the day they complals
traatment and are told "good luck” by their supenising physician™. That “good ludk” spals
out the unceriainty thet ies ahead for many cancar sunviors - end forecests their coming
stnuggle with physical and peychosocial issues - as wall @ more practical sconomic
concerns. 'Will thair insurenoa cower their futura costs - will their employers keap jobs
opan and ba understanding with rogesd to any workplecs compromises survivomn may
hava to maks 1o sssures recovery? Thase and many other topios - indwding cutcoms
disparitias in the Washington araa - will be the subject of a uniqua day-long Cancer
Survivarship Symposium sporsored by Geomge Weshinglon University's Cancer Instibata
and the EagleBank Fourdation on Ootobar 15, 2000,

‘Washington is more than the capital of this great nation. It is also, unfartunately, kama

o soma of tha most disappointing cancar morality statistics in the United States. And,
disparities in accass to health cre here are leading to devastaling culcomss for thoes

in tha poorest and most medically undersarved wards in the dty. In fact, in Wiashington,
D.C., tha cancer mortelity rate is mora than T higher then the national aveaga
(acocording to DC's Department of Haalth 2005 Epidemiclegy Raport). Many of us - bath
from tha cancer resaarch end adwooeoy worlds baliows wa can and must do mora hara in
‘Washingion end slsewhars to improve not only the numbans on mortelity and incidants of
occurrenca, but also to undarstand the concerns and challengas of cancar sunsvors.

Cancar ressarch has shown that prevention, aary dagnosis end consistent folow-up
care ans credial bo saving lreas. With a disproportionate numbser of cancer daaths in
‘Washington ooouring in Wards 4, 5 end 7, the Georga Washingion Canoar Instituts
and ather local hospitals and medical centars beva launched inftiatives to reach citizens
in thess naighborhoods. GW's efforts have centared on froa digital-rectzl screaning
tests in Safeways and on mobila memmography vans. Thasa programs bring medical
profeasionals whara they are nesdad - and abo educsis femilies on the importanca of

getting fested.
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But, as anterprising as thess afforts are, thay are not suffident on their own. The
upoming camoar symposium, which is opsn to all kscal cancer surivors, will gathar
togatier lsading cancer resaarchers, clinicars end cancer edvoocates to discuss issues
- inclding disparitias in cutcoma - that affect cancar sunvivors hare. Indeed, in hopas
of broadening our undanstanding of what can ba dona to improve cancer care access
locally. two of Lance Amstrong's Livastrong Sursivorship Centars of Excellance have
agresd 1o participate and discuss strides thay have mada in eddrossing the noeds of
minority and undamsrved cancer survivomn.

Cancar strikas all Amaricans, regardlass of race. gandar, or sconomic beckground.
Cancar doss not discriminats. My involvement with tha war on cancer came as @ result
of my work with the EagleBank Foundation. In helping reisa rasaarch monay to fight
cancer, | szw, firsthand, bow cancer suravorship is frequenily e difficuli to manage as s
finding the bast cancar treatment. And, thoss who care for cancer survivors are only now
bagirming to fully eppreciata the many concams - end support-sysiom roquiramants- that
can maka a significant. positive differenos for sursivors and for thair families.

For this reasan, findings from the symposium will be mads ewmisbl to medical cenfans
across the country. And wa plan to meks this symposium an annual evant. it is only with
renawed foous, detarmination and commitment that wa can lower the cancer mortality
statistics and truly improwa tha quality of e for cancer survivors. Working togather, this is
a goal that we can accomplish - tha gift of a good end productiva lifa for so many of cur
citizens.
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